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According to a recent report by the World Bank, Latin America and Caribbean lead the world in
income distribution inequity. Shifting a mere 0.7% of regional GDP would bring the poor above the
poverty level. The Bank suggested that such a "shift" could be accomplished by imposing an income
tax equivalent to 2% of total income received by the richest 20% of the region's population. At
present, 19% of all citizens of Latin American and Caribbean nations are located below the poverty
level. (Basic data from Notimex, 09/20/90)
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